Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 03101 091603Z 

41 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 EB-07 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PRS-01 STR-04 COME-00 TRSE-00 

DODE-00 /068 W 

057890 

R091528ZMAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 792 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 3101 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, EAID, EG, UR 

SUBJECT: MOSCOW VISIT OE MINTRADE POSTPONED 
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1 . CAIRO PRESS REPORTS THAT VISIT OP MINTRADE ZAKARIA 
TEWFIK ABDEL PATTAH TO MOSCOW HAS BEEN POSTPONED 
INDEPINITELY. VISIT, SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 21, WAS TO HAVE 
PROVIDED OPPORTUNTIY TO MAKE FINAL DETERMINATIONS ON TRADE 
AGREEMENT AND, PERHAPS, DEBT QUESTION. 

2. ACCORDING TO PAPERS, SOVIET MINTRADE ADVISED 

THAT HE WOULD BE OUT OF TOWN ON 2 1ST, BUT WOULD ARRANGE POR 
HIS FIRST DEPUTY TO HOLD TALKS. CONTACTS ARE BEING 
MAINTAINED IN ORDER TO FIND NEW DATES. 

3. COMMENT: WE GET DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT NEITHER SIDE IS 
VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THIS (OR ALMOST ANY OTHER) ASPECT 
OF GOE-USSR RELATIONS. NEVERTHELESS, IN RECENT CONVERSATION 
WITH CHARGE, TEWFIK GAVE IMPRESSION HE WAS EXPECTING TO 
MAKE TRIP ON SCHEDULED DATE. THIS TACTIC OF 

POSTPONING OR DELAYING VISITS IS REMINISCENT OF SIMILAR 
SOVIET TACTICS USED IN LATE 1974 WHEN PAHMY AND OTHER GOE 
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OF SOVIET DISPLEASURE OVER DEVELOPING EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
WITH US. 
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